Respiratory disability in ex-flax workers SIR,-In a large retrospective study of ex-flax workers in Northern Ireland, (1986;43:300-6) Elwood and colleagues observed an excess of respiratory symptoms compared with control subjects; the excess was out of proportion to the reduction in lung function which was slight and, in the women, confined to the younger subjects. The older female ex-flax workers apparently had better lung function than the controls.
Far from underestimating the impairment of lung function due to exposure from flax, the methods we used to produce the results in table 3 of our paper are likely to have exaggerated the effect. As is clear from the table, exposure was simply coded as 0 for "never exposed" and 1 for "ever exposed" to flax. There is no "high correlation" between this variable and age. By British Journal of Industrial Medicine 1986; 43:845-847 fitting an age-exposure interaction, the exposure term in the equation becomes the difference between ever exposed and never exposed at age zero. history in occupational health in Germany and the UK". It is not a comprehensive volume but the allencompassing title can perhaps be forgiven because it is the first publication in this particular field. The book is divided into four sections, the first of which sets the scene. The second considers particular disorders and their relation with social circumstances and the other parts reflect on compensation and preventive policies. I found the chapters on Cornish tin mining and female TNT workers particularly interesting, not only because of the subject material but also because such wider themes as migration, female role models, and societal attitudes to war were woven in with the basic conflict ideas. Also, though stilted in translation, the German papers were helpful in enabling one to understand why a health and safety system so different from our own had developed in that country.
The overall interpretative analysis applied in most 
